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Proposal to reconcile with the people in Block 5A, South Sudan 
 
A shareholder proposes that the company reconciles with the members of communities that 
suffered badly from the violence that was related to its presence in today’s South Sudan.  
 
 
Explanation 
 
Lundin Energy struggles to show a human face. Faced with the agony of tens of thousands of 
people in Sudan twenty years ago it did not demonstrate compassion, and it still does not 
today. Instead of being outraged about the horrors that were inflicted on people nearby its 
operations, the Company attended to its own safety. Instead of demanding decency from its 
security providers, the Company requested their interventions unconditionally.  Instead of 
asking aggrieved parties: ‘How are you? What can I do for you?’, the Company hires spin 
doctors and lawyers. But laws can only decide disputes, not build relationships. The reward 
of 25 years of callousness is an excruciating trial, ongoing misery for victims of war crimes, 
and public disgust. 
 
Most people in South Sudan do not know about the legal case in Sweden but they do know 
the dire consequences of the search for their oil. The survivors of war crimes deserve to be 
heard and valued. It is never too late. The Company can still make it up to them. No law 
forbids a company to show humanity and make things right. Reconciliation starts with 
sincerity, recognition, apology, and reparation. It is not very difficult, but it does require 
human courage.  
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